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OKS Guest Contributor  
Michael Burdekin OBE, 
FREng, FRS 

Frederick Michael Burdekin is a British civil engineer, 
and emeritus professor at University of Manchester 
Institute of Science and Technology. He attended The 
King's School, Chester and graduated from Cambridge 
University in 1961.  

THE OLD RHUBARBIANS AND 
THE CHESTER CROSSBATTERS 
THE EARLY CRICKET TOURS 

based on the memories of the reprobates concerned. 

Much nostalgia and curiosity has been generated 

School cricketing community from the second half of the 
1950s.  By a majority decision it was eventually pinned 
down to the cricket tour of 1957 staying at the Prince 
Rupert Hotel Shrewsbury. 

Cricket tours had started two years earlier, inspired by 
the new sports master Pat Garnett, with tours in 1955 
and 1956  both including a stay at the Prince Rupert 
Hotel Shrewsbury so by 1957 the hotel had become a 

time in its history the School Cricket Club went on tour in 

term, winning 10 and losing 3 matches, including 
thrashing both the Old Boys and the Staff, there was a 
step up in the standard of the opposition for the tour.  
Five matches were played in a tour lasting a week, based 
in Shrewsbury and Worcester, with the School winning 
one, losing three and drawing one.  One English Schools 
batsman scored a century for Shrewsbury Priory School 
and another English Schools quick bowler took 6 for 7 to 
skittle the team for 26 at Wolverhampton GS.    The Staff 

touring party was excellent at all times.  All the cricketers 
are to be congratulated on this, as things did not always 
go as well as they might.  We only hope the boys 
enjoyed themselves and that they consider the venture 

and 
the cricket tour became a regular event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1956 tour followed one of the best seasons the 1st XI 
had had, being undefeated during term time, winning 
ten matches including beating the Old Boys, Staff and 
Parents and drawing three.  This time the tour was 
restricted to three days based in Shrewsbury with a 
fourth day back at Eaton Hall rained off.  The overall 
results for the tour were two draws against Shrewsbury 
School and Wroxeter & Uppington with a very narrow 
loss against RAF Shawbury.  During the 1956 tour there 
was a lot of banter about the Goon Show with people 
muttering 'Rhubarb, Rhubarb, Rhubarb' all the time.  The 
team spirit was so good that the skipper christened the 
team the Old Rhubarbians and made an illuminated 
script of the names of the team that he kept at home 
until he moved away with his job (sadly the script has 
not survived).  Many faces on the photo above were also 
on the 1956 tour. 
 
In 1957 during term time the 1st XI won 9 of the 12 
matches played, losing only to Stockport GS and beating 

the tour was extended to play schools in Shrewsbury, 
Worcester and Gloucester and the results were 2 wins, 2 
losses and 2 draws.   
 
The photo of the gang shown above is believed to have 
been taken by Noel John Roy in 1957 at the Prince 
Rupert. 
 

 

Those present included Barnaby Lathom-Sharp, 
Charlie Pritchard, Ian Speechley, John Fleming, Pat 
Garnett, Malcolm Brewis, John Birchall, Graeme 
Guthrie, Alf Owen, John Reidford, and Alan Williams 
and on the floor Mike Burdekin and Brian Dawbarn 
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... but there was a stupendous puzzle. What was Mike 
Burdekin doing there on the floor in 1957 when he had 
left school in 1956 to spend two years defending Her 
Majesty?  

Some claim that the matter was eventually explained by 
a mixture of introspection, nous and wit. The quality of 
the beer at The Prince Rupert (& the quality of the 
cricket afterwards!) had been so excellent in 1955 and 
1956 that the erstwhile captain had returned to sample 
more! The evidence was clear when the image of his 
demeanour in the photo was examined at high 
resolution.  However, said erstwhile captain claims to 
have been innocent of the sins of Bacchus until 
converted in later life and denies all knowledge of being 
there!!  
report by one of the team  only one night was stayed at 
the Prince Rupert Hotel so it can be seen from the 
photograph that it must have been quite a night!  The 
report mentions that the outstanding feature of the 

English Schools Cricket Association team against 
Lancashire Second XI and this could explain the 
celebrations shown in the photograph. 

The 1958 season was less successful than previous years 
with overall results won 6, lost 6, drawn 6 from the 18 
matches played.  This time, with a strong contingent of 

team beat the School by 54 runs.  The tour extended the 

Wolverhampton, Worcester and Gloucester to include 
Bromsgrove, with one win, two losses and four draws 
(two rained off).  The School Magazine report 

ome the highlight of 

joys of a cricket tour do not help the standard of play, 
but these are an integral part of the tour.  

The ongoing camaraderie from the tours had made such 
an impact on the teams that on Tuesday 24th March 
1959 an epoch making meeting was arranged in 
the prefects room at t Abbey 
Square when some of the reprobates who had left 
school in 1956, either for National Service or to go to 
university, and others met and vowed to continue their 
cricketing and beer drinking exploits disguised as an old 

e of the major historic 
emblems of the City combined with the style of some of 
the cricketers.   A formal constitution was put together 
and the fixture card for 1960 is shown on the page 
overleaf.  

 
 
The Crossbatters continued until 1968 with much of the 
administration in later years carried out by Phil Campey.  
They even had their own tie!  Inevitably as more and 
more of the original protagonists left the area for careers 
elsewhere, and pressures of league cricket became 
stronger, it became difficult to have a full team of KS old 
boys and it became more common for guests to play 
until eventually the team merged with Chester Boughton 
Hall to assure the continuance of Sunday Cricket there.  
 
The Crossbatters had been formed in the late 1950s by 
Old Boys of the King's School, as a nomadic team playing 
Sunday Cricket. They had gained a good reputation and a 
strong fixture list, but since many members were also 
members of Boughton Hall, difficulties had arisen when 
Sunday Cricket was reinstated at Boughton Hall.  By an 
amicable arrangement, therefore, the Crossbatters 
became the Boughton Hall Sunday Xl. Thus Boughton 
Hall acquired a ready-made fixture list, and extra 
members, while the Crossbatters found a home and a 
source of players.  As was hoped, Sunday Cricket has 
flourished at the club since the move, and the 
Crossbatters were firmly established in the top rank of 
Sunday teams, having a good name both on the field and 
off.  Such a very long time ago and yet the memories and 
friendships remain fresh as ever.    
 

 

If any old boy can help with additions (or error 
corrections!) to the Crossbatters saga, John Birchall is 
trying to collate all the ancient records, and would 
love to hear from you at birchall1@btinternet.com.   
 

 

 


