
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ada was born  on 31st July 1871 at Whitley Superior, Cheshire.                   GBG 

 

 
She was baptised at Whitley Church on 17

th
 September 1871.  Her father, Jonas, was listed as 

a joiner but he was usually described as a wheelwright. 
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ADA  HINDLEY 

 

31.07.1871-10.04.1946 

 

WHITLEY (Cheshire) 

 

HOUSEWIFE 

 

m. 20.09.1892 

 

HARRY  TURNER 

 

31.01.1867-25.11.1917 

 

SNETTISHAM (Norfolk) 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

HINDLEY  

NAME 

 

DATE OF 

BIRTH AND 

DEATH 

 

PLACE OF 

BIRTH 

 

OCCUPATION 

 

DATE OF 

MARRIAGE 

 

NAME OF 

WIFE/HUSBAN

D 

DATE OF 

BIRTH AND 

DEATH 

 

PLACE OF 

BIRTH 

 

OCCUPATION 

 

Father:  Jonas Hindley        (1845-1940)

    

Mother: Sarah Ann Hardy  (1848-1908)   

  

Children:  Dorothy (1893-        ) 

 

      Sydney (1899-1980) 

 
         



In the 1881 Census  Ada was 

aged 9, a scholar, born at Appleton, 

and living with her parents in the area 

of Dingle Farm.  Ada’s father, Jonas, 

was a wheelwright and they probably 

lived in a farm cottage.  William 

Darlington was farming 50 acres at 

Dingle Farm. 

 

 

 

 

The 1891 Census told us that Ada 

and her parents had moved to Wright’s 

Green.  Ada was 19 and single, but no 

occupation was listed.  Ada’s brother 

John, aged 17, was also at the family 

home as was sister Emily who was 15 

years of age.  

 

 

 

 

 
         Ada Hindley  c 1890. 

 

 

 

Ada met a Norfolk man, Harry Turner, and they married at Appleton Thorn Church 

on 20
th

 September 1892.  The Church record of the marriage is shown below. 

 

 
The witnesses to the wedding were Ada’s father, Jonas, and Ada’s sister, Emily.  Harry was 

listed as a Fruiterer.   After their marriage they went to live at Hove, Sussex. 
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Harry Turner’s certificate of baptism is shown below:- 

 
 

A Wesleyan Methodist Minister solemnised the baptism on 6
th

 May 1867. The certificate also 

tells us the date of birth of Harry, 30
th

 January 1867. 

 

Harry and Ada’s two children were born in Sussex:- 

1893(Q1)   -   Birth of Dorothy Hindley Turner was registered at Hove, Sussex. 
1899(Q1)  -   Birth of Sydney Jonas Hindley Turner was registered at Steyning, 
            Sussex. 
 

 

At the time of the 1901 Census the family was living in Hove (attached to Brighton).  

Harry was 34 and Ada 28 years old.  Dorothy was 7 and Sydney was 2 years old. 

 

Later the family moved to Wolverhampton. 

 

 

The 1911 Census  told us that Ada (38) and Harry (43) had returned to Cheshire with 

their son Sydney who was 12 years old.   They had in fact moved to Wright’s Green House, 

Appleton after the death of Ada’s mother in 1908.  Ada not only helped to look after her 

father but she wrote the accounts for the wheelwright’s business.  

 

Harry Turner does not seem to have had a job for any length of time.  At his marriage in 1892 

he was listed as a Fruiterer; a Collector for a Gas Company in 1901; and a House Painter in 

1911.  When he moved to Wolverhampton he might have tried his hand as a Butcher.  After 

he moved to Wrights Green in 1908 he also helped Jonas with his Wheelwright and 

Undertaking business. 
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                    c 1935 

Ada Hindley (seated) with father Jonas.  Ada’s daughter, Dorothy, and Dorothy’s children Gerald and Kenneth. 

 

Canon Geoffrey Williams (nephew) contributed the following: 

Ada was what is known as a character.  She had a great sense of humour, and of fun, and was 

witty, and could be quite devastating.  She was very proud of her hair, and as a girl had a 

strong resemblance to Dame Ellen Terry, the famous actress.  Her hair was so long and 

luxurious that she could sit on it.  Unfortunately it prematurely lost its auburn glisten, and she 

treated it with henna.  This caused my brother and I to refer to her (not of course in her 

presence) as Auntie Di.  When we were going to see her we would lay wagers as to what 

colour her hair would be on that occasion, because it could be anything from pale straw to 

deep mahogany.  When eventually she decided to go natural again, it was seen that she still 

had a lovely head of hair, which was as white as the driven snow. 

When, as a young man her son, Sydney became the proud possessor of a motor bicycle, he 

offered to take his mother for a ride on the pillion.  Always game for an adventure, Aunt Ada 

accepted and climbed on the pillion sitting side-saddle.  Sydney pointed out that such a 

posture would be most unwise on a motor-bike.  “I have ridden side-saddle since before you 

were born” she retorted, “and if you expect me to adopt such an unladylike position as to 

straddle my legs, you had better think again.”  So they set off down the road towards 

Brocklehurst’s pit.  As they swung round to go up to the church, Sydney noticed that his load 

had somewhat lightened.  He drew to a stop, got off, and looked behind, but could not see his 

mother anywhere.  As he continued to look in utter amazement, he saw her slowly emerge 

from the ditch at the side of the road, pull herself into an erect condition, and walk steadily 

and determinedly homewards without so much as a glance to see where her son and his 

motor-bicycle were.  That was the end of her motor-cycling adventures.  Neither party ever 

referred to the incident again in each other’s company. 
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It was however rather different when she came to drive a motor car.  It was, of course, in the 

days before such things as compulsory driving tests, and she would not recognise that she had 

need to have some lessons in order to learn how to start drive the vehicle.  By trial and error 

she found out how to start the motor and cause the vehicle to move, but she had great 

difficulty in learning how to stop it.  When she was at this stage of proficiency she drove the 

car to meet my mother who was arriving at Latchford Railway Station.  Ada had to drive the 

car three times round the station forecourt before she could manage to bring it to a standstill.  

Later in the same period I had arrived, and one afternoon we set off to go to Warrington 

Market.  As we approached the cross-roads in the centre of Stockton Heath, the policeman on 

point duty held up his hand, indicating that she was to stop.  Undeterred she wound down the 

window, having recognised the policeman as P.C.Mills, a young neighbour who lived with 

his wife in one of the cottages across from Wrights Green, sailed past without reducing 

speed, and, addressing him by his Christian name with a bewitching smile, said to him, 

“Good afternoon George, I hope you and your wife are both well”, and drove on towards 

Warrington, leaving P.C.Mills in an attitude of sheer bewilderment. 
 

She was very much one of the grande dames of the village and was always on good terms of 

intimate friendship with the Vicar and his lady.  She did not, however, ever go to church 

herself, being on her own counting a disbeliever.  However, towards the end of her life she 

relented, and was pleased to accept the spiritual ministrations of her parish priest, who used 

to bring communion to her privately.  She was a staunch supporter of the Women’s Institute, 

and was president of the Appleton Branch. 

She was very much involved with country pursuits.  Following the example of her mother, 

Sarah Hardy as was, she always kept two cows, which she very rarely milked herself, to 

provide her with milk, cream, and from which she made butter and cheese.  What was extra 

to her household needs she sold to neighbours.  Thursday was churning day, and from eight 

o’clock in the morning until the butter had formed which was usually after midday the great 

heavy churn had to be revolved by the turning of a handle, in which I was frequently involved 

to take a turn.  It was indeed hard work.  But at the end the week’s supply of butter had been 

produced, and that night at supper we all had glasses of buttermilk with our meal, apart from 

Grandfather, who always had his pint of beer from the barrel which he kept in the shed.  No-

one else ever had a taste of it. 

 

Auntie was a great brewer of wines.  Nettles, elderberries, blackberries, rhubarb and potato.  

If it were a good vintage year for any of these, she would lay down half the bottles she had 

produced, and in this way, over the years she had built up a good cellar of very potent wines.  

Whenever I was staying with either of my other aunts, my father’s sisters, either Auntie Hilda 

at “Penrhyn in Lower Walton, or Aunt Alicia at “Ainsworth House” at Lumb Brook, on one 

afternoon we would walk over to Wrights Green to spend the afternoon and evening there.  

Now under the pressure of their formidable mother, who was an ardent Primitive Methodist, 

my Williams aunts were lifelong teetotallers.  The evil drink was source of most of the 

world’s ills.  Aunt Ada would take great pleasure in persuading the aunts to have a drink of 

her wine, before they set off in the late evening to walk back to their respective houses.  “Oh 

no thank you,” they would say, “I never touch it.”.  “But this I have made myself “ Ada 

would reply; “it’s only got blackberries/potatoes  or whatever and sugar in it.  Surely you 

couldn’t object to that.  Just try a glass”.  So they would fall.  Very often they would like the 

experience, and ask for another glass.  As they came to go, Aunt Ada would stand in the road 

to wave them off, but really to watch the rather lurching manner in which they tended to sway 

across the road.  It used to give her great satisfaction.  Of course the aunts had no idea of the 

cause of their seeming inability to steer a straight walk, and never suspected that it had 
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anything to do with the wine.  On one occasion, though as we continued on our way, Aunt 

Alicia said to me, “You know, I am feeling peculiar, I think your aunt must have put 

something in that wine”. 

Her sister Emily, my mother, was also a very strong character, but was rather more staid than 

Ada, and somewhat more conventional. 
 

Strangely enough, my mother always called her (Ada) Kitty or Kit, as she had done from 

childhood years, but to my brother and me she was always Auntie Turner.  If an aunt was a 

married lady she was known by her married name. 
 

 

 

During the First World War (1914-1918) Ada was a nurse at the Raddon Court Red 

Cross Hospital, Warrington caring for the wounded soldiers.  The Hospital closed on 1
st

 

May 1919.   
 

 
Raddon Court Hospital, Warrington,  c1917.            Ada is the nurse on the left (with the cross showing). 

 
 

 

 

Harry Turner was in the Home Guard during the First World War.  In 1917 Ada received two 

telegrams – they informed Mrs Turner that Seargeant H Turner had met with a serious 

accident (25.11.1917) and that he had died (26.11.1917).  Harry Turner had shot himself 

whilst on the Isle of Man.  He was interred at Patrick Church, Isle of Man on 29
th

 November 

1917. 
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The picture on the right is of Ada in her 

Red Cross uniform with her children, 

Dorothy and Sydney.        c1917. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sydney, a wheelwright by trade 

and an undertaker was quite an 

accomplished artist. He took over 

the wheelwright business from 

Jonas in the 1920s.    Later on 

Sydney was able to buy Wrights 

Green House from the Arley Estate 

around 1948-1950.  
 

 
 

 

There is another house in close proximity (Wrights Green Cottage) and then a large orchard 

which belonged to the Turners.  However, to get to the orchard it was necessary to pass right 

in front of the house next door, along a right of way.  By 1998 the orchard was still there but 

overgrown.  The orchard used to provide the family with large quantities of fruit such as 

raspberries, plums, damsons and apples.    

 
Pictures of Wright’s Green House can be seen in the Profile of Jonas Hindley (1845-1940). 

 
 
 
Below is a 1960s letterhead that Sydney Turner used for his business. 
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1881 census transcription details for: Dingle Farm, Hull And Appleton 

 
National Archive Reference: RG 11      Piece: 3512       Folio: 63     Page: 10 
Reg. District:  Runcorn, Cheshire.       Sub District: Budworth. 
 

Name Relation Condition Sex Age 
Birth 
Year 

Occupation , 
Disability  

Where Born 

HINDLEY, 
Jonas 

Head Married M 36 1845 
Master Wheelwright 
1 Man 

Antrobus, 
Cheshire 

HINDLEY, 
Sarah 

Wife Married F 32 1849 
 

Stretton, 
Cheshire 

HINDLEY, 
Ada 

Daughter Single F 9 1872 Scholar 
Appleton, 
Cheshire 

HINDLEY, 
John 

Son Single M 7 1874 Scholar 
Appleton, 
Cheshire 

HINDLEY, 
Emily 

Daughter Single F 5 1876 Scholar 
Appleton, 
Cheshire 

 

 

1891 census transcription details for: Wrights Green, Warrington Road, 

Appleton With Hull, Appleton, Stockton Heath 
 
National Archive Reference: RG 12      Piece: 2829       Folio: 71a     Page: 19 
Reg. District:  Runcorn, Cheshire.       Sub District: Budworth. 
 

Name Relation Condition Sex Age 
Birth 
Year 

Occupation , 
Disability  

Where Born 

HINDLEY, 
Jonas 

Head Married M 45 1846 Wheelwright 
Antrobus, 
Cheshire 

HINDLEY, 
Sarah 

Wife Married F 42 1849 
 

Appleton, 
Cheshire 

HINDLEY, 
Ada 

Daughter Single F 19 1872 
 

Whitley, 
Cheshire 

HINDLEY, 
John 

Son Single M 17 1874 
Wheelwrights 
Apprentice 

Whitley, 
Cheshire 

HINDLEY, 
Emily 

Daughter Single F 15 1876 
 

Whitley, 
Cheshire 

 

 
1893 – Birth of Dorothy Hindley Turner at Hove, Sussex. 
1899 – Birth registered of Sydney Jonas Hindley Turner at Steyning, Sussex in 1899 (Q1). 
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1901 census transcription details for: 38, Osborne Street, Hove 

 
National Archive Reference: RG 13      Piece: 936       Folio: 126     Page: 32 
Reg. District:  Steyning, Sussex.       Sub District: Shoreham. 

 

Name Relation Condition Sex Age 
Birth 
Year 

Occupation , 
Disability  

Where Born 

TURNER, Harry Head Married M 34 1867 
Collector For Gas 
Co 

Snettisham, 
Norfolk 

TURNER, Ada Wife Married F 28 1873 
 

Appleton, 
Cheshire 

TURNER, 
Dorothy H 

Daughter Single F 7 1894 
 

Brighton, 
Sussex 

TURNER, 
Sidney J 

Son Single M 2 1899 
 

Hove, Sussex 

HARRISSON, 
Ernest 

Boarder Single M 20 1881 
Butchers 
Shopman 

Sutton, Surrey 

HARLAND, 
Herbert 

Boarder Single M 21 1880 
Butchers 
Shopman 

Pickening, 
Yorkshire 

 
 

 

1911 census transcription details for: Wright's Green Appleton Near 

Warrington 
 
National Archive Reference:  RG14PN21603 RG78PN1287 RD446 SD1 ED3 SN197 
 

Name Relation 
Condition/ 
Yrs 
married 

Sex Age 
Birth 
Year 

Occupation  Where Born 

HINDLEY, 
Jonas 

Head Widower M 65 1846 Wheelwright: 
Antrobus 
Cheshire 

TURNER, Ada Daughter 
Married 
18 years 

F 38 1873 
 

Whitley Cheshire 

TURNER, 
Harry 

Son In 
Law 

Married M 43 1868 
House 
Painter 

Snatticham 
Norfolk 

TURNER, 
Sydney 

Grandson 
 

M 12 1899 School Brighton Sussex 

HARDY, 
Florence 

Niece Single F 24 1887 
 

Manchester 
Lanc 
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Ada lived until 1946 when at the age of 74 she died on 10
th

 April 1946.    She was buried 

in the same grave as her parents at St. Cross Church, Appleton(see 1845 Jonas). 

 

APPLETON.        DEATH OF PROMINENT VILLAGER  -   MRS. A.H.TURNER 

A native of Whitley, and a resident of Appleton for many years, Mrs. Ada Hindley Turner, 

Wrights Green House, died on Wednesday last week at the age of 74. 

Mrs. Turner had come to Appleton when she was 4 years old, leaving for Hove on her 

marriage, and in 1908 returning to Appleton. 

An active member of the British Red Cross Society, Mrs. Turner served as a V.A.D. 

throughout World War 1 at Raddon Court Hospital and her name was inscribed on the roll of 

honourable service in recognition of her work.  In the 1939-45 War she was a member of the 

C.H.S.S. and received a certificate for her work in knitting garments for the hospitals. 

A founder of the Women’s Institute in Appleton, Mrs. Turner was its first honorary secretary, 

a position which she held for 23 years, retiring in May last year because of ill health.  She 

was also a prominent member of the village Fete Committee and the Appleton Horticultural 

Society and a keen supporter of all church affairs.  

Mrs. Turner is survived by a son, a daughter and three grandsons. 

The funeral was on Saturday at St. Cross Church, Appleton, the Vicar (the Rev. R.H.Belam) 

officiating, assisted by the Revs. J.R.Williams (vicar of Holyrood, Swinton) and 

G.A.Williams (curate of St.John’s, Bury) nephews. 

 

 

 

PROBATE  1946.    
Turner Ada  otherwise Ada 

Hindley of Wrights Green 

House, Appleton, Cheshire 

widow died 10
th
 April 1946.  

Probate Liverpool 24
th

 July to 

Sydney Jonas Hindley Turner 

wheelwright and joiner. 

 

 

 

 

The solicitors who dealt with the 

Estate were G. H. Hindley and  

J. V. Lister of 30 North John 

Street, Liverpool 2.   Ada was an 

Aunt of George Henry Hindley 

(junior). 
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Extracts from the Obituary: 
APPLETON.        DEATH OF PROMINENT VILLAGER  -   MRS. A.H.TURNER 

A native of Whitley, and a resident of Appleton for many years, Mrs. Ada Hindley Turner, 

Wrights Green House, died on Wednesday last week at the age of 74. 

Mrs. Turner had come to Appleton when she was 4 years old, leaving for Hove on her marriage, 

and in 1908 returning to Appleton. 

An active member of the British Red Cross Society, Mrs. Turner served as a V.A.D. throughout 

World War 1 at Raddon Court Hospital and her name was inscribed on the roll of honourable 

service in recognition of her work.  In the 1939-45 War she was a member of the C.H.S.S. and 

received a certificate for her work in knitting garments for the hospitals. 

A founder of the Women’s Institute in Appleton, Mrs. Turner was its first honorary secretary, a 

position which she held for 23 years, retiring in May last year because of ill health.  She was also 

a prominent member of the village Fete Committee and the Appleton Horticultural Society and a 

keen supporter of all church affairs.  

Mrs. Turner is survived by a son, a daughter and three grandsons. 

The funeral was on Saturday at St. Cross Church, Appleton, the Vicar (the Rev. R.H.Belam) 

officiating, assisted by the Revs. J.R.Williams (vicar of Holyrood, Swinton) and G.A.Williams 

(curate of St.John’s, Bury) nephews. 
 


